Festival Forfest in the Czech
Repubfic has hecome the most
recentevent to exhibit the
paintings of Dromore artist
Tormy Barr.

Nowints2fith year Forfestisa
wellestabiished international
festvalof musicand arts.

Set in the UNESCO pro-
tected old town of Keomeriz.
the baroque style settingisde-
scribed by Tammy as breath-
taking.

[n particular, be said. the
Chateau js ane of the jewelsof
Czech heritage.

‘Ithousesanineredibleart
coliection, whichincludes Tit-
ian’s great masterpiece. Apol-
loand Marsyas'” he said.

“Simply walking through

the rooms of this Chateau is
inspirational and culminates
in the great hall, which is one
of the finest examples of the
period and a must-dovisit for
any visual artist.

“Thewholefestivalisanex-
plosion of concerts, lectures
andart.”

Tommy's exhibition was
shown across two venues in
parallel. Gallery U Atruseand
the Chateau. To have present-
ed works in the Chateau adds
Tommy's name to a very pres-
tigious lisL of past exhibitors,
Itis a privilege which he ac-
cepted with great gratitude.

The opening event for
Tommy's patticipalion was
heldat 1. Artuse.

Guests were intrigued by
the prehistorichoth Irishand
Czech) motifswhich had been
blendedintothepaintingsand
the event ended with refresh-
ments and eonversalions in
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the gallery gardens. For Tom-
my this is one of the joys of a
hot elimate. “It was also nice
tohaveagallery teamwhoare
artists themselves, who have
aredl passion for art and who
naturally create arelaxed and
welcoming environment.” he
said.

Festival Fortest has be-
come a major event in the
Czech cultural calendar.
which this year was particu-
larly apparent as they were
presented with the Czech So-
ciety of Musics Annual Award,

Tommy was delighted to
have been asked to respond
half ol the partictpat-
. He conflided that
diflicull tecome up
with the right words on such

O, 1L Wi welean e
oppertunity to thank lnihe
festival organisers Yaelw and
Zdenka Vaculovicovifor their
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generous invitations and for
all the hard work done on be-
halfofthe participants
Alongsidehisparticipation
‘Tommyenjoyed the many con-
certs and events of the festi-
val. He always treasures the
friendships whichare formed

d Ing. Jiri Stransky

atsuch events. Tommy's con-
tribution concluded with a
lecture entitled “From the
Stone Age to the Troubles™ in
the Muzeum Kromerizska.
Following the lecture. the
festival team presented one
of his paintings tothe perma-

nent collection of the Muse-
um.
This was accepted by the
Museum Director. Ing. Jiri
Stransky. It formsyet another
link in Tommy s growing body
of work held across major in-
ternational collections.



