Four of the Czech

1% in English. Most of these

{ repre
arc bands drawing on electronic sounds an
!‘ 1
sought-after producer Jan P. Muchow collaborates with singer and actor Katefina
Winterova, has for some

dance rhythms: Skyline, Khoiba and

tasy of Saint Theresa. The last of these, in which the well-known musician

been recognised as a plonecring band in terms
izana Kropacova from the group 5.0 L1

also writes English lynics, while her musical concept ts based on a fusion ol

sound and composition. The singer Z

10 of the Maraca band is in

soul and clectronic. One text from Gabricla Vermel
Portuguese, with the rest in Crech

In recent years there have been a number of ¢ xamples of use of other for
eign languages on the Cerech popular music scene. The singer-songwriter Rad
for instance loves wandering through Europe with 2 guitar or an accord

Anding stories i inspiration on her trav

then projected into |

er songs. On our :x';'::qrm';! by a song that

15 entirely in Care

cch, but in many others she mixes phrases from other languages

into the Caech text. Her album “Fhafe™ ["1In the Mour |, for example, includey
phi

s from five Europe

n languages (none of them English). The importance of
loreign languages in her case is a matter of the ennchment of the sound, joy from
2 sense of belonging to more than ane region at the same time, to Europe, and to

¢ world community ax well as debight in depicting national characters

Ne can say of all th

c bands or individuals represented on this san

p and it will be worth lollowin

Jer that
g their

they are among the fixed stars of Czech P

work in future. When we speak of pop here, we do not mean the mainstream, but
alternative pop, Le. a popular music with roots in authentic sub res such as

rock

z, hip hop or world music. Unfortunately, we haven't had space to include

nany important names, On a next similar sampler, for example, we shall definitely

weod to include Clarinet Factory with the singer Lenka Dusilovd something from

the i»l.n'nl wark of the DVA band or something from young Crech jazz. At any

ate, seck and you will find
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tave been twi
1 the af
baady of the arts
f he arts i
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jonors. In the
USA there is no ministry of culture, for exam

age by companies and indi

ple. In a period of financial crisis, however, pri
vate donors be

The president of the Kennedy Centr

ane scarcer and less generous
in Wash
r Michae

Kaiser, whose achievements have included sav

i and well-known crisis mana

ing the Royal Opera House in London from

fnlllk'”ii'l v, savs of '.Lll’ present siuation

(daily nore Sun 24rd November 2008

In the United States the cnisis has already de
stroyed one opera company (in Baltimore) and
ther institutions are being forced to put off
the Washing
ron Natonal Opera’s costly projected produc-

| fo

planned premicres

examsy

Aty ain

Jan Vdvra

wcan model is theref

The A

and more and more leading cultural managers

sing

arc calling state intervention. In an article

lor the Washington Post (2q9th December 2008

Kaiscr appealed for an immediate state inje

non on. He also

finance lor arts organisa

caled for changes in

¢ law and greater

el for donors to the ars. In the USA the

tor provides 5.7 million

a yearly turnover of 166 mulliard dollars, but

because the network of cultural organisations
very fragmentary, the bankruptcy of these
organisations isn't golr 1t the headlines it

the same way as the coll

In short, if

aming

s hidden under the bonnet - 1ty

cultural riches

The European Way

In Europe the situation s stmilar, but watt

up to the politi

| geCiNions
As in the USA, the
£ ana artsls

ts cut-backs on ma

sty on the part

of companies - i.¢ the sponsors of art. This

has a direct impact on artists. The first this

to us all is that there will be fe

that occur

receptions and other social events where art

he

can make extr

moncy (€.2. 10 5

plement

s of pay in orchestras). But

there will also be a reduction

"
i
I

fnrms

¢ economics

L 1
motion and marketing iy alwayy st item
ol cles become neces
sary a) crisis will provide

firms with a good excuse to reduce what many



